In PL OoR ye 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN OF CROYDON, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1874. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
PAID FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
District No. 1, Ira Brailey, $ 83 69 
as «¢ 2, Erasmus D. Comings, PES ear! 
Sk ‘< 3, Edward H Brown, 141 20 
ae ‘+ 4, Sylvester Rowell, 68 74 
<< ‘«¢ 5, Dexter S. Freeto, 74, 29 
RS ‘<* 6, Gilman Stockwell, 42 06 
$s ‘« 9, John Glynn, 14 50 
ea ‘© 10, Leavitt S. Pillsbury, 16 11 
sh tf Hurd & Rowell, 16 42 
$690 58 
Paid State Tax, $978 00 
Paid County Treasurer, 698 26 
$1,676 26 
Paid John Harding, for repairing Amos 
Barton Road, $ 27 10 
Sylvester Rowell, Plank, 1872, 8 88 
Sylvester Rowell, Timber and Work on 
Bridge, 1873, 7 12 
Sylvester Rowell, for plank, 1873, 1 20 
John Clark, for plank, 24 C5 
M. D. Dodge, paying non-resident highway 
tax in Jabor, 1 60 
Kimball Loverin, for plank, 2 40 
John C. Crooker, for watering trough on 
the highway, 1 50 
George W. Dunbar, for glass for Town House, 62 
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STATE LIBRARY, 
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Daniel Kennedy, setting glass, 

Gilman Stockwell, repairing bridge, 
Washington Stockwell, repairing bridges, 
Ruel Durkee, for plank, 

Ruel Durkee, timber for bridges, 

Sullivan Barton, repairing bridge, 
Hubbard Barton, posting School Law, 


Francis Dodge, for plank and repairing bridge, 
Otis Cooper, watering trough on the highway, 


W. R. Bartlett, timber for bridge, 
Francis Dodge, school house tax for District 


No. 5 
G. W. Cain, school house tax for District No. 1, 
Sallivan J. Brown, breaking road 1873, 
Joshua Codman, és “ 
Andrew J. Sawyer, ‘s * 
William W. Rider, a “6 
Sylvester Rowell, af 
Otis W, Putnam, . tg “s 
Paul Jacobs, « es 
C. C. Forehand, ee es 
George A. Jacobs, o os 
Levi Russell, DY) ake Y. 
Daniel Kennedy, “ ra 
Elisha Partridge, < es 
G. W. J. Goodhue, “6 ay 
Nath’l Nelson, - TD RG ay 
Marshal Putnam, 3 1873, 


Paul Jacobs, damage tu his ox on highway, 

Ruel Durkee, repairing road from Gledden 
bridge to Newport line, 

Reuben Cooper, damage done his sheep 

3 by dogs 1872, 

Geo. H. Jacobs, damage done his sheep 
by dogs 1872, 

Nathan C. Kempton, damage done his sheep 
by dogs 1872, 

John Glynn, damage done his sheep by 
dogs 1872, 

L. P. Cooper, damage done his sheep by 
dogs 1872, 
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Paid George Angell, opening 3 graves, | $6 00 
Frank W. Kempton, openirg grave, 2 00 
Hazen Haynes, opening grave, 2 00 
B. F. Haven, opening grave, 2 00 
W. F. Kempton, opening 2 graves, 4 00 


PAID FOR SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 
Paid James Eastman, supporting Lyman Ryder one 


year, ending Jan. 27, 1874, $78 00 
John Harding, supporting Lydia Harding 

one year, ending Jan. 27, 1874, 78 00 
Joseph Crooker, supporting W. S. Carroll 

one year, ending Jan. 27, 1874, 52 00 
Renja. Young, supporting Alvin Young 

one year, ending Jan. 27, 1874, 29 98 


Sophronia Stockwell, supporting Ellen Stock- 
well one year, ending March 17, 1874, 52 00 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Benj. F. Dame, assessed in 1870, $2 00 
Daniel S. Bartlett, assessed in 1872, 1 42 
Diantha Young, assessed in 1872, 4 26 
Interest on the above taxes. 34 
Benjamin F. Tasker, assessed in 1873, 2 50 
Paid Ruel Durkee, services as selectman, $35 00 
Dennison Humphrey, fs a 20 00 
Francis Dodge, as _ 20 00 
Alonzo Allen, services as Town Clerk, 15 00 
O. C. Forehand, services as Collector, 25 00 

H. A. Barton, services as Superintending 
School Committee, 25 00 
Paid Nathaniel Stevens, interest on 2 notes, $ 24 00 
. Betsey Ames, interest on note, 12 00 
W. P. Partridge, interest on note, 6 00 
Adam Rand, interest on note, 36 00 
E. H. Brown, note and interest, 320 00 
Caleb L. Barton, interest on note, 12 00 
Lester Blanchard, interest on note, 21 00 
Sarah Kidder, interest on note, — 6 00 
P. 8S. Blanchard, interest on note, 21 00 


Kimball Loverin, Interest on note, 9 00 


$16 00 


$289 98 


$10 52 


$140 00 
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Hial Flanders, interest on note, $27 00 
Reuben Cooper, interest on note, 30 00 
Printing this report, 12 00 
For Stationery and postage, 10 00 
Ruel Durkee, on note, 465 27 
Caleb L. Barton, on Note, 200 00 
Migs J 9 bs Base f 
THE SELECTMEN HAVE CREDITED THE TOWN AS 
FOLLOWS: 


Received of the County of Sullivan for 
support of the following paupers: 


Lyman Ryder, $78 00 
Lydia Harding, 78 00 
W.S. Carroll, 52 00 
Alvin Young, 29 98 
$237 98 
By list of taxes assessed and delivered to 
the Collector, $3,857 34 
Literary Fund, | 68 06 
Savings Bank tax, 328 82 
Interest on school notes, 44 88 , 
; $4,299 10 
Total amount received, 4,537 08 
Total amount paid out, $4,534 84 
THE TOWN OWE 
One note to Adam Rand of $600 00 
One note to W. P. Partridge of 100 00 
One note to Kimball Loverin of 150 00 
One note to Betsey Ames of 200 00 
One note to Reuben Cooper of - 500 00 
One note to Hial Flanders of 450 00 
One note to Sarah Kidder of 100 00 
One note to Lester Blanchard of 300 00 
One note to P.S. Blanchard of 350 00 
Two notes to N. P. Stevens of 400 00 
$3,200 00 
Money in the treasury, $2 24 
Leaving a balance against the town of $3,197 76 
Which is respectfully submitted. 
RUEL DURKEE, Selectmen 
DENISON HUMPHREY, of 
FRANCIS DODGE, 


Croydon. 


REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTE. 


The following report of schools, for the year ending March, 1874, 
is herewith presented. There has been a smaller amount of school 
fund than usual; consequentiy terms of study, in several instances, 
have been somewhat shortened as compared with those of .:ast year. 


District No.1. The Summer Term was undertaken by Miss 
Elia Litchfield, and subsequently by Miss Flora A. Barton. It con- 
tinued only about two weeks, both teachers being obliged to give up 
the school on account of ill health. A Fall Term was kept by Miss 
Millie L. Philbrick, an accomplisiied teacher. The school was a 
success. The exercises at its close were very interesting, and evinced 
excellent improvement on the part of the pupils. The Winter Term 
was: productive of a good amount of profit considering its length. 
The progress of the school was rapid, and the instruction invariably 
of ahigh quality. Miss Dunbar isa person of excellent scholarship, 
is a good disciplinarian, and commands readiness and facility of 
expression in imparting knowledge. 

District No. 2. The Summer Term was profitable to thuse pupils 
who attended regularly ; but had no influences existed in opposition 
to the efforts of the teacher, the school would have attained greater 
success in some respects than that with whichit met. The Fall Term, 
under the supervision of a successful and an experienced teacher, 
was attended with very good results. The closing examination 
exercises were instructive and interesting, and it was manifest that 
the general improvement of the school had been good. Of the Winter 
Term it would be sufficiently definite to remark that the efforts of the 
teacher were attended with their usual success. Order, system, and 
good discipline, were prominent characteristics in the organization 
and management of the school, and did an important part toward 
making the term what it really was,—pre-eminently successful. To 
say that this school was not surpassed by any in town during the year, 
reflects not the slightest discredit upon any school or tence 


District No. 3. The Summer and the Fall Term were Aan by 
the same teacher. Each was unqualifiedly successful. All the ele- 
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ments of successful teaching were brought into requisition. Reading 
and spelling, branches not unfrequently neglected, received their due 
attention ; while the practical character of the instruction was exhib- 
ited in Arithmetic, by problems proposed for solution; in Grammar, 
by compositions creditably written; and in Geography, by m:ps 
neatly and correctly drawn. The Winter Term was also a very 
profitable, well conducted term of study, and passed off to the satis- 
faction of all in the district. 


District No. 4. The Swmmer Term was highly profitable. The 
general discipline of the school and the advancement of the pupils 
in their studies, were alike creditable. At the commencement of the 
Winter Term the school appeared well, and everything indicated 
success. At the close of the term, the expectations formed respecting 
the school were fully answered. The order. method and quality of 
instruction were each worthy of much praise; while the pupils, by 
correct and ready answers, demonstrated that their time must have 
been well employed. 


District No.5. The Summer Term was very ably and profitably 
conducted five weeks, by Miss Lois’. Brown, at the expiration of 
which time failing health compelled her to relinquish her school. 
The remaining four weeks were tau ht by Miss Melvina J. Fletcher, — 
and with equal success. During each examination, the school seemed 
imbued with a spirit of lite and energy; and the improvement, for a 
term of nine weeks, was manifestly good. Miss Hurd, during the 
Winter Term, exhibited tact and ability in the management of her 
school. She commanded the entire respect and confidence of her 
pupils, and preserved excellent order through the term. The result 
was a good degree of progress by every pupil in attendance. 

District No.6. Both the Swmmer and the Fall Term met with 
success. The improvement in each study pursued was very com- 
mendable, while the exercises in Reading would have done credit 
to older pupils. The order was good; and the general appearance 
of both schools was such as to afford ample evidence that the teacher 
labored zealously and successfully in the performance of her duties. 


GENERAL REMARKS.—As may be inferred from what has already 
been written, our public schools, during the school year just ended, 
taken as a whole, have met with excellent success. Teachers of abil- 
ity and good attainments hive been employed. Yet, with better ad- 
vantages our educational interests would have been productive of 
stillmore good. There is a difficiency of school apparatus in all the 
school rooms. There are no globes, nor charts, nor maps of any 
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account, and, in one or two instances, not suitable blackboards. It 
is urgently recommended that some action be taken with regard to 
supplying the schools with globes. The expense of furnishing half 
a dozen globes would be little compared with the benefit that pupils 
would derive from their use. 

The Prudential Committees have all manifested deep interest in the 
schools with which they have been connected, and have endeavored 
to perform their duties properly. No person should ever take upon 
himself the responsibilities of this important office, unless he feels a 
willingness to discharge them faithfully in every particular. 

Worcester’s Comprehensive Spelling Book has been introduced in 
Districts No. 3, 4, and 5, in place of Town’s Speller and Definer. 

I am happy to state that parents, in a number of cases, have per- 
formed the creditable act of placing dictionaries in the hands of their 
children. - It is evident that the value of dictionaries in the school 
room has not been appreciated in this town. Within the past year, 
nearly, or quite forty pupils have attended school who should have 
had them in their possession, and made frequent reference to them 
while getting their lessons, but who, on the contrary, have been de- 
prived of their benefits. 

Language is something that we use daily, hourly, and even, as it 
were, in every conscious, moment, from the cradle to the grave. It 
is the medium of mind and mind, of spirit and spirit — the mirror 
through which are reflected to the world our lives and characters. 
How very desirable, then, that we should have a good understanding 
at least of our own language. But to obtain such an understanding 
of that language, to become able to speak and write it correctly, 
making proper distinction in the use of the many synonymous terms 
with which it abounds, requires much and careful study. The 
work should’ be commenced in the common school. Let the pupil 
there make the dictionary his vade mecum, and form the habit of 
referring to it for the ineaning of words, and an initiative step will 
have been taken that very likely will eventually lead him to a good 
knowledge of language. 

In this connection, I wou'd commend the use of Webster's Dic- 
tionaries, believing them to be superior to others. That excellent 
compendium of knowledge, Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, should 
be in the possession of every school teacher. 

Inconclusion, I tender most grateful expressions of thanks to teach- 
ers, pupils, and parents, for the respect and courtesy so generally 
manifested towards me. HUBBARD A. BARTON. 
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1 2 Millie L. Philbrick. 6 | 23|1419| 0 |23}20) 91/16 6 | $28 00 

3 Ida L. Dunbar. 4 |23|21] 0 |}23)23) 9/18| 9] 8] $2800 

2 1 Florette A. Powers. 9 |35|29) 4 | 35) 35 116/24) 2| 11} $2500 

; 2 Clara S. Partridge. 8 | 41 | 36) 3 | 41} 41 | 23] 31 | 12} 14) $28 00 

3 Hattie A. Loverin. J1 | 48 | 43°) 0 | 48 | 42 | 20] 38 | 14 | 16 | $32 00 

5] 1 Eva A. Gilman. 8 | 20/117] 3 |20)20) 3/14] 4] 2) $2000 

2 Eva A. Gilman. .8 125121) 2 |25|25 | 8|22| 5) 7| $22 00 

3 Emma C. Darling. 9 92. 200 11 22 29-" 64.91 7:8) 7.7828 00 

4 1 Emma L. Mayo. 8 |14)13] 1 |14}14]}10|10) 1] 7] $22.00 

A 3 pen = : Aims fad 9 | 22} 21) 3 |22}22 |17/18| 2) 8 | $2800 
5 ois L. Brown. > 

3 Mary R. Hurd. 71}18)18| 1 |18]18 |12|}12| 4] 6| $28 00 

6 1 Elvira J. Hurd. 8} 12/11] 1 |12/12 | 6| 7] 2) 4] $2000 

2 Elvira J. Hurd. B11 tO be) eel 1 obs (6, OF" 0) B24 06 


